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Claims 3-11 are now pending. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. The prior art made of record 
considered as a whole neither shows, nor renders obvious the overall combination of (with 
respect to claim 3) a head for reading and writing data from and to a magnetic tape including first 
and second chip assemblies; and at least one groove formed on both sides of the read/write gap 
line on each of the first and second chip assemblies and extending substantially parallel to the 
read/write gap line; wherein each of the grooves have a width which is greater than or equal to a 
width of a wall portion separating the grooves on both sides of each the read/write gap line, and a 
depth which is greater than or equal to the width of the grooves, such that the tape running 
surface of the first and second chip assemblies have a curved portion along respective circular 
lines having respective centers which are offset a predetermined distance from a center line 
where the first and second chip assemblies are joined. 

With respect to claim 6, a head for reading and writing data from and to a magnetic tape 
including first and second chip assemblies; and at least one groove formed on both sides of the 
read/write gap line on each of the first and second chip assemblies and extending substantially 
parallel to the read/write gap line; wherein each of the grooves have a width which is greater 
than or equal to a width of a wall portion separating the grooves on both sides of each the 
read/write gap line, and a depth which is greater than or equal to the width of the grooves, 
wherein each of the first and second chip assemblies includes a first block having a substantially 
planar first surface and a second block having first and second surfaces, the first surface of the 
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first block being attached to the first surface of the second block, and the second surface of the 
second block of the first chip assembly is adhered to the second surface of the second block of 
the second chip assembly, such that the read/write gap line on each the first and second chip 
assemblies are formed in an area where the first block and the second block are joined. 
The closest prior art in Wang (US 6,690,542), does disclose a width dimension for the "wall" 
and grooves which would meet the claim limitation(s), however, remains silent as to any 
correlation of the width to the depth of the grooves as also required by the claims. 
It is considered that only impermissible hindsight could be imposed to render the claim(s) 
obvious in view of the prior art of record. Therefore, the claims are considered patentably 
distinct over the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian E. Miller whose telephone number is (571) 272-7578. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 7:15am-4:45pm (and every other Friday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa T. Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-7579. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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